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TREASURY:M GADBAW 
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALSTEEL COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 133559 

US OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY; USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, US 

SUBJECT: TRIGGER PRICE SYSTEM: ADJUSTMENT OF WEST COAST 
HANDLING CHARGES AND HEARING ON GREAT LAKES TRIGGER PRICES 

1 . TREASURY DEPARTMENT WILL PUBLISH IN FEDERAL REGISTER 
WEEK OF MAY 29 NOTICE OF ITS DECISION TO INCREASE HANDLING 
CHARGES USED TO CALCULATE WEST COAST TRIGGER PRICES BY 
SEVEN DOLLARS A METRIC TON, EFFECTIVE FOR SHIPMENTS 
EXPORTED ON OR AFTER MAY 31. THIS CHANGE IS NECESSARY TO 
REFLECT MORE ACCURATELY ACTUAL JAPANESE HANDLING COSTS. 

THE NOTICE INVITES COMMENTS ON TREASURY'S CONSIDERATION OF 
REDUCING THE FREIGHT RATES USED TO CALCULATE GREAT LAKES 
TRIGGER PRICES ON SOME PRODUCTS BY TWO TO TEN DOLLARS A 
METRIC TON. IF THERE IS SUFFICIENT INTEREST, A PUBLIC 
HEARING WILL BE HELD JUNE 12. 
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2. COPY OF FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE AND TREASURY PRESS 
RELEASE OF MAY 25 BEING POUCHED. CHRISTOPHER 
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